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VIRGINIA STATON DEROSSETT

HON. JAMES COMER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ms. Virginia Staton DeRossett who
will soon be celebrating her 95th birthday on
November 1, 2018. A resident of Clinton
County in the First District of Kentucky, Ms.
DeRossett diligently served her country
throughout her twenty-year tenure at the Pen-
tagon. In addition to her civil service during
World War Il and the Korean war, her three
brothers served in our nation’s military, further
solidifying her sense of duty.

An exemplary community servant, Ms.
DeRossett retired from the Pentagon in 1962
and is still an active, engaged member of the
community who continually seeks opportuni-
ties to better the lives of her fellow citizens.

Ms. DeRossett’s patriotic spirit and dedica-
tion to her country are rivaled only by her fer-
vent commitment to her family and her con-
servative ideology. | join with her family and
loved ones—including her daughter and her
extended family—in celebrating her lifetime of
accomplishments and recognizing her valiant
efforts to safeguard our nation’s freedoms.

HONORING FOOD NETWORK STAR
CHEF GUY FIERI

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Guy Fieri, a selfless hu-
manitarian and entrepreneur, for his inspiring
contributions to disaster relief during the ongo-
ing wildfires in Northern California.

Mr. Fieri is a longtime resident of Sonoma
and Lake Counties along with his wife, Lori,
and their two sons, Hunter and Ryder. Mr.
Fieri’s first restaurant opened in 1996 in the
heart of Santa Rosa, and he has since grown
his businesses throughout California and
around the world. He is a New York Times
bestselling author, an admired television per-
sonality, and a renowned chef and winemaker.

Mr. Fieri is also a noble humanitarian who
began working around the clock to feed first
responders when the Carr Fire first broke out
in Shasta County. He then spent days at
evacuation centers in Lower Lake, Middle-
town, and Kelseyville where he worked along-
side Operation BBQ Relief and World Central
Kitchen to provide meals for firefighters and
thousands of evacuees impacted by the
Ranch and River Fires.

The ongoing wildfires have been dev-
astating to our communities. Firefighters, first
responders and public safety officials are
working day and night to protect our commu-
nities from further damage. The contributions
of Mr. Fieri have been instrumental in aiding
these public servants and facilitating evacu-
ations.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Fieri is an exceptional
member of our community. His contributions to
disaster relief have been outstanding, and |
am beyond words of gratitude for his service
and aid. It is therefore fitting and proper that
we honor Guy Fieri here today.
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HONORING THE 50TH WEDDING AN-
NIVERSARY OF BILL AND
SHERLYN JACKSON

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize the 50th wedding anniversary
of Bill and Sherlyn Jackson.

On Friday, August 17, 2018, Bill and
Sherlyn celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary in Savannah, Georgia. The trip was an
anniversary gift from their children.

Bill and Sherlyn met as neighbors growing
up in Talladega, Alabama, and got to know
each other through school. They were 5th
grade sweethearts and started dating their
senior year of high school and all through col-
lege.

Bill and Sherlyn were married while Bill was
finishing law school at the University of Ala-
bama. The Jacksons were blessed with two
children: Amy and Brad, and four grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating my dear friends, Bill and Sherlyn, on this
exciting occasion. Happy 50th wedding anni-
versary.

————

TRIBUTE TO JEAN AND KEN
SWARTOUT

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Jean and Ken
Swartout of Council Bluffs, lowa on the very
special occasion of their 50th wedding anni-
versary. They were married on August 2, 1968
in Council Bluffs.

Jean and Ken’s lifelong commitment to each
other and their family truly embodies lowa val-
ues. As they reflect on their 50th anniversary,
| hope it is filled with happy memories. May
their commitment grow even stronger, as they
continue to love, cherish, and honor one an-
other for many years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.

CELEBRATING THE RIBBON CUT-
TING CEREMONY FOR THE DEE
J. KELLY LAW LEARNING CEN-
TER AT GEORGE WASHINGTON
UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL

HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the dedication of the Dee J. Kelly
Law Learning Center at George Washington
University Law School.

Dee J. Kelly, Sr. was a dear friend of mine.
His dedication and public service to Fort
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Worth pioneered the growth and development
that we see in the community today. The dedi-
cation of the Dee J. Kelly Law Learning Cen-
ter is well-deserved, and | was honored to be
invited to the very special event. | include in
the RECORD the remarks of those who spoke
at the ceremony last Friday, August 31, 2018.

REMARKS BY BLAKE MORANT, DEAN OF THE
GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL

It is indeed a great privilege for me to lead
this dedication ceremony—my first since ar-
riving at GW Law four years ago. Dee J.
Kelly was an extraordinarily distinguished
and cherished alumnus of our law school
whose contributions to GW Law and the
legal profession were myriad. I will be hon-
ored to say a few words about Mr. Kelly’s il-
lustrious life and career in a moment, but
first I would like to express my heartfelt
gratitude to Cindy, Craig, Dee Jr. and the
rest of the Kelly family for your immense
generosity.

Many thanks, as well, to the dedicated fac-
ulty and staff of the GW Law community for
their invaluable contributions through the
years. And finally, a special thank you to
Dean Scott Pagel and Karen Whal for your
many hours of work with the Kelly family to
archive and display the fascinating collec-
tion of Dee J. Kelly’s memorabilia.

The late Dee J. Kelly, who graduated from
our law school in 1954, was a giant of the
legal profession, whose myriad accomplish-
ments brought us great pride. Mr. Kelly, who
founded Kelly Hart & Hallman, was one of
the most prominent lawyers in Texas with
offices in Fort Worth, Austin, New Orleans
and Midland. He was also a force in state pol-
itics as a fundraiser and power broker on the
local level in Fort Worth and as the friend of
numerous governors, state officials and U.S.
presidents.

In addition to his myriad professional
achievements, he is remembered as a philan-
thropist and served on a number of nonprofit
boards including the Van Cliburn Founda-
tion, Sam Rayburn Foundation, and UT
Southwestern Moncrief Cancer Center.

Finally, he was a great supporter of edu-
cation as evidenced by his support of his un-
dergraduate alma mater, Texas Christian
University (TCU), his law school GW Law,
and other Texas institutions including Texas
A&M University School of Law. His name
will live on in perpetuity here at GW Law,
where we will forever be proud to call him an
alumnus of our law school.

REMARKS BY THOMAS J. LEBLANC, PRESIDENT

OF GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

Thank you, Dean Morant. I am delighted
to join all of you to honor the legacy of Dee
Kelly, Sr., and to celebrate the dedication of
the Dee J. Kelly Law Learning Center.

I am so pleased that the Kelly family could
be here today for this special occasion. I es-
pecially want to thank Cindy, Craig and Dee,
whose collective philanthropy in memory of
their father has made today’s dedication pos-
sible. I would also like to thank the current
and former public officials here for joining
us.

We are here today to celebrate the dedica-
tion and loyalty of Dee Kelly to his alma
mater.

From what I have learned about the life of
the late Dee J. Kelly, Sr., his legacy of serv-
ice through law and philanthropy embodies
what it means to be a GW Law alumnus, and
we are pleased to continue his legacy for
generations of GW Law students to come.

I know that our students will be inspired
and motivated by Dee’s incredible life and
career, which were distinguished by hard
work, diligence and a commitment to all
that he did—and, as such, the resulting suc-
cess and respect he earned and deserved from
50 many, including each of us here today.
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With this generous gift and through the
naming of the Dee J. Kelly Law Learning
Center, we hope to honor Dee’s memory by
continuing to foster a dynamic, student-fo-
cused community stimulated by cultural and
intellectual diversity. I think the studying,
legal research and moot court competitions
our students hold here will help to do just
that.

REMARKS BY DEE J. KELLY, JR.

Thank you Dean Morant and President
LeBlanc. I should mention that LeBlanc is a
very important name in our family. It is not
only my mother’s maiden name—and she
will be very excited to see the pictures from
today—but also my brother’s middle name. I
want to introduce my brother Craig, his
wife, Robyn, and their two boys, Patrick and
Ryan.

And I could never forget the President of
the Dee Kelly Foundation, my wonderful sis-
ter, Cindy. She’s a tough steward of the
Foundation’s dollars but a soft touch when it
comes to honoring our father. Cindy is joined
by one of her two sons, Kelly, and his wife
Paige. Her oldest son, Ben, just moved to
California and his new employer has him
hard at work but he’s represented today by
his beautiful wife, Shelby.

And of course my group is here as well. I
want to recognize my wife, Dana, and two of
my three girls, Lynn and Cate. Number
three, Camille, just started classes and is al-
legedly studying hard. Yes, that’s a look of
skepticism on my face.

A couple more thank you’s. Two active
members of Congress took the time to be
with us today. I know they both have many
other important duties to attend to but they
still made time to be here. Back home, we
know them as just Kay and Roger, but in
Washington they are known as two of our
finest members of the House of Representa-
tives. Thank you Congresswoman Granger
and Congressman Williams. Your presence
means a great deal to my family. And you
know my father loved you both.

Last but not least are two former pols who
were dear friends of my father. Pete Geren
and Ben Barnes. Thank you both for being
here.

Today’s event would have meant a lot to
my father . . . and not just because his name
is splashed across the building over there.
GW was the school that launched Dee Kelly’s
career and set him off on a course that lead
to great success and, lucky for all of us
today, financial reward. I doubt Dad would
have ever dreamt when he was working for
Speaker Rayburn and going to night school
at GW, that he’d have a building on campus
dedicated in his honor.

I think what he’d say today, if he was
alive, is that this building is about honoring
those who gave him a chance in life and
helped set him off on a course for success.
Our father clawed and scratched, and yes
sometimes fought, his way to the top of the
legal profession, and I know that he credited
GW for giving him the legs to stand on to
build his career

So thank you again, President LeBlanc
and Dean Morant. By honoring my father,
you honor all students who are hoping edu-
cation gives them a chance in life. I know
that—because my father was one of those
lucky few.

HONORING ALEXANDREA JOHNSON
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a dynamic young
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woman of the community, Alexandrea John-
son.

Alexandrea Johnson is a native of Holmes
County, MS. She is the daughter of Maria Por-
ter-Shannon and Christopher Johnson.

Ms. Johnson is Miss Sophomore 2018-2019
at the eminent school, Alcorn State University.
She states that, “It's a privilege and honor to
serve at the institution and it gives her such
an humbling and incredible experience to be
able to grow beyond her capabilities.” The
school is helping her to grow into a fine young
lady, leader and scholar. As she stepped out
on faith and followed the path that God placed
in her, ultimately things worked out in her
favor.

As Miss Sophomore, she wants to be able
to inspire both males and females at any insti-
tution. She especially has the desire to help
students grow within themselves and to some-
day inspire others in the Holmes County com-
munity.

She desires to implement a platform called
“Unity” during her reign as Miss Sophomore
by hosting fun, modern, and informative
events for her class because there is a need
for everyone to come together. She is planting
seeds of growth, prosperity and maturity, a
goal that she has set for herself.

She has also traveled abroad this summer
to Viana do Castelo, Portugal to enhance her
knowledge about medicine and how things are
run in the hospital setting. She was thrilled
and grateful to have had the chance to study
abroad and to be granted such an incredible
opportunity and experience.

She also attended the Tailor Made Royal
Retreat in Atlanta, Georgia and had a phe-
nomenal time learning about the significance
of the Royal Court and the Student Govern-
ment Association. God’s grace and mercy has
abled her to be in this position to inspire oth-
ers.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing this young woman that Holmes
County is very proud of, Ms. Alexandrea John-
son for her dedication to serving and giving
back to the community.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF LORI YARRISH

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in recognizing Lori Yarrish, who passed on
August 6, 2018, for her lifetime of outstanding
work in the arts and her contributions to the
cultural development of the District of Colum-
bia.

Lori served as director of the Smithsonian
Anacostia Community Museum since Decem-
ber 2017, after having served as its acting di-
rector since June 2016. Lori implemented a
new mission statement and brought with her
an innovative leadership model that trans-
formed the Museum’s outreach and collabo-
rative partnerships with the community. Lori
was instrumental in revitalization efforts for the
Anacostia Community Museum, which recently
celebrated its 50th anniversary with the exhi-
bition “Your Community, Your Story: Cele-
brating Five Decades of the Anacostia Com-
munity Museum.”
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Lori embraced and advanced the Museum’s
unique role in the community and, in October
2017, was named by Washingtonian magazine
as one of Washington, D.C.’s most powerful
women in the arts.

Prior to her work with the Anacostia Com-
munity Museum, Lori was with the Smithso-
nian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service,
the Maryland Commission on African Amer-
ican History and Culture’s Banneker-Douglass
Museum, the National Building Museum, the
Capital Children’s Museum and the B’nai B'rith
Klutznick National Jewish Museum.

A classically trained dancer, Lori also
served on the board of directors at the New
School of Dance and Arts in Washington, D.C.
and on the coordinating committee for the
Smithsonian American Women'’s History Initia-
tive.

My grief for the loss of Lori is also personal
because she was my cousin.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing Lori Yarrish on
the occasion of her passing and for her lasting
contributions to the arts, the Smithsonian, the
Anacostia Community Museum and the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

———

OATH CEREMONY ON SEPTEMBER
7, 2018

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and sincerity that | take this
time to congratulate thirty individuals who will
take their oaths of citizenship on September 7,
2018. This memorable occasion will be held at
the United States Courthouse and Federal
Building in Hammond, Indiana.

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come
from countries around the world to the United
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example
of what is so great about the United States of
America—that people from all over the world
can come together and unite as members of
a free, democratic nation. These individuals
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a
better opportunity for success than here in
America.

On September 7, 2018, the following peo-
ple, representing many nations throughout the
world, will take their oaths of citizenship in
Hammond, Indiana: Angelica Manalo Macchia,
Farai Vanessa Gotora, Kehinde Montunrayo
Ajibade, Ricardo Rodriguez Cervantes,
Hongying Tu, Daniel Alvarado, Alexandra
Espinoza, Rosana Hardaway, Claudia Her-
nandez, Primitivo H. Jorge, Hottensia Njeri
Kabiru, Jose Lopez Perez, Angela Lugo, Ut
Thi Nguyen, Lily Kieu Nguyen, Monique
Nzumpatse Ntita, Anthonia Obaseki, Ma
Buena Bentura Perez Vences, Elvia Rico,
Yanely Soto, Margot Tutorow, Victor Manuel
Velazquez, Enrique Zepeda, Ramiro Zepeda,
Posseh Aisha Kamara, Efrain Esquivias, Xiaoli
Yang, Arlet Orta, Jose M. Martinez, and Maria
Santos Maya.

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives,
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